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Board of Directors? Mr. Tomiane University? 

succeeded the late Albert C. McCann Carol Jeanne Bush was named 1959 
in the presidency. Betty Corcker Homemaker of 

20 YEARS AGO Tomorrow at Benjamin Franklin 

Sheriff Santo A. Pascoe was High School? 
honored at a testimonial dinner at the Members of the Carbondale High 
bam? School Gass of 1929 met at City Hall 

Frank E. Hemelright, president of to plan a summer reunion and Peter 
the Northeastern Pennsylvania A. Gillette was named chairman, 
National Bank and Trust Co., an- Mayor Frank P. Kelly and John M. 

nounced the election of Donald _:_1_ ** . 

Tretheway and Joseph Harlan to the Campbell secretary, 
board of directors? 

Miss Joan Laskowsky, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A Laskowsky, 

To the Editor: 154 S. Church St., a student at David 

You received wrong information Blight-Leo Pender Dancing School, 
regarding my wife, Barbara Munton, appeared onthe David Blight Show 9 
in the Armed Forces News section Miss Carol Swartz, daughter of Mr. 
which appeared in the November 16, and Mrs. Wallace Swartz, was of- 
1983 issue. 

She was promoted to the rank of 
“sergeant” on October 5, 1983, not 
specialist 5. There is a big difference 
between the two. 

She is a leader, and a good one, too. 

There is also some hew information 
about her which I’d like to pass on. 

In September, 1983, Barbara 
Munton won “Mechanic of the 
Quarter" (3rd quarter CY 1983) 
honors after competition among the 
30th Medical group's subordinate 
units. 

To top off the year and show ’em 
what a girl from Carbondale can do, 
she won "Mechanic of the Year" on 
December 3, 1983 after defeating the 
best mechanics of each quarter, all 
males, in some fierce competition. 

Thank you, Carbondale, and _ . _ _ 

especially Mary Curtis, my mother- Raymond F. Danchak, son of Mr. J. 11. 

in-law, for not only an outstanding and Mrs. Metro Danchak, had been Roto pack 
mechanic but a real woman, Too! named manager of Sealtest Foods 
milk processing plant in Newark, 

Sergeant First Class N.J.? 

Charles Munton Miss Joan Cerra had 
240 SandS Co. student teaching in the 
Nuremburg, West Germany Township School, Stroudsburg? 

APO N Y. 09696 Rampaging Fallbrook waters filled 
the North Cut of West Side mine fire 
stripping project to depth of 70 feet 
and buriea a power shovel valued at 

$120,000 to $125,000? Wednesday half holidays, May 

25 YEARS AGO through September? 

Deane Maxwell Jr., was named 

toastmaster for the 11th annual Fell High School won the first half 
Father and Son Banquet of the championship of the Northern 
Carbondale YMCA? Basketball League by beating a 

Patricia Swan, a June Graduate of fighting Forest City team 48-41 before 
Benjamin Franklin High School and more than 1,000 fans at Crane Ar- 
first year student in the mer- mory, Fell fielding M. Wallace, 
chandising course at Keystone Junior Franks, Dubill, J. Wallace and 
College, attained the Keystone honor Eagen; Forest City playing Trelc, 
rolled at mid-semester? Antonyak, Bernarik, Burshnick, 

Genevieve Buberniak was chosen Matos, Pelick, Opeka and Yanchitis? 


Editor's Note: If you have recently will not publish unsigned letters. Our 
ritten a letter to the editor, and files contain half a dozen letters 
ne not seen it published, you didn't written by "Concerned Citizens." If 
gn it! Our policy is to print letters you are one of those concerned, write 
at have been signed and include a us again and let us know who you 
lone number and address for are. VV'e will then publish your letter 
■rification. if necessary. We but keep your name out of print if you 
ithhold names upon request, but want us to. 


John and Mary Monahan 


Cramer co-chairmen, Mrs. Walter 
Mrs. George 
Johnston treasurer and Mrs. Louise 
O’Connor publicity chariman? 

Paul Powlack, Mayfield- 
Carbondale Township School Join¬ 
ture, announced the high school 
honor roll for the second Dimonthly 
marking period? 

- -, — Ron Krofft, manager of the J.C. 

ficially selected for inclusion of the Penny Store in this city, prepared to 
1963-64 edition of "Who’s Who Among attend the company’s annual con- 
Students in American Universities vention at Atlantic City February 9- 
and Colleges?” 10 ? 

Stephen Bambas, supervising 30 YEARS AGO 

principal of Fell Township Schools, When mine inspectors James F. 
said that jointure of the Carbondale Munley and Willard Ward made tests 
and Fell Districts will be ad- for mine fire gas at the Wilson and 
vantageous? And that the sooner a Columbus Schools, found no trace of 
jointure is made effective the better, gas but advised Mayor Frank P. 

Forest City High School set an area Kelly that they would make daily 
high school record for consecutive tests at the two schools? 
league wins? The victory was the Dr. Morton Hodes was installed as 
59th consecutive win in Northern a member of the board of dierctors of 
League Competition for the the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Foresters. Optometric Association at its regular 

Clement Genovese was reelected monthly meeting at the Twin Grill in 
for the 36th consecutive year as Scranton? 

chairman of Troop 5 and Pack 5 of Three members of Carbondale 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Boy Council Mayor Frank P. Kelly. 
Scouts of America? Councilmen Thomas F. Moran and 

John J. Linnen, voted to purchase a 
r 'c garbage collection unit 
mounted on a GMC truck from Perri 
Pontiac while Councilmen Peter A. 
Gillette and Santo A. Pascoe ab- 
gun her stained from voting? 
lamilton Carl Schmidt, golf pro at Elkview 
Country Gub, announced the opening 
of a golf school at the Catholic Youth 
Center? 

Carbondale merchants voted to 
continue a five-month schedule of 


Icy streets 

To the Editor: 

I heartily agree with Dorothy 
Castle, and a concerned citizen that 
the roads, and sidewalks in Car¬ 
bondale are deplorable. It is a fact 
that if you live on the hill, the only 
thing left for you is to walk the street, 
and risk the traffic in front, and back 
of you. It has been a disaster to get off 
the hill, and no one can deny it. 

And last, but not least, the walk to 
the new post office has been a real 
problem There have been few 
sidewalks cleaned that you could 
walk on, and so you walk the street, 
daring the traffic Salem Avenue, and 
River Street. It is indeed a shame 
that you cannot get to a public 
building like the post office without 
going through such hazards! 

Why must we go through this? As 
somebody said to me, “This is par for 
the course in Carbondale." 1 


Barbara Munton 


John and Mary Louise Monahan, 6725, Knollbrook Drive, Hyattsville, 
Maryland 20783, think back and praise the days of their youth and thank 
God above for giving them that special love. Mary Louise is the daughter 
of Frank and Julie McDonough Kane of Scott St. John’s parents are 
Michael and Mary Purcell Monahan, Fallbrook St. They have five 
children, Mary Lou, Kathleen, Marjorie, Grace and Michael, and are the 
proud grandparents of Sarah and Robert. Mary Louise’s sisters are 
Anita, Dorothy and Marjorie. Her brother, Frank Jr., is deceased. John's 
brothers and sisters are Mary, Agnes, Edward, Helen (deceased), and 
Joseph (deceased.) 


Sign me, 
Concerned citizen No. 2 

Thanks, Mr. Falvo 

To the Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity 
lo express my gratitude to Mr Felix 
Falvo, president of the Carbondale 
Area School Board for taking time 
out from his busy schedule to call me 
last Wednesday, the day that my 
letter hit this paper; to inform me of 
a few inside facts. 

First of all, he had asked me why I 
had not consulted the school board as 
to their side of the story. I will admit 
that 1 really should have done that 
before I had mailed my letter I 
realize now, that this was not very 
fair, on my part, but as you may 
recall, when speaking of our 
predicament, 1 had used the words, 
"appears" and “seems." These 
words mean possible opposition to 
reality The rest of the letter was my 
views and opinion of the matter, if 
these facts had happened to be 
positively definite Since the situation 
is not as unwholesome as it has 
"seemed," and since Mr. Falvo was 
considerate enough to enlighten me 
on this matter. I had decided to 
retract my statements, out of 
gratitude and consideration. 

1 would like to express my 
apologies to Mr Falvo, ana all or any 
ot the members of the Carbondale 
Area School Board, who may 
possibly have taken any offense from 
my letter I would also like to express 
my gradtitude and appreciation to 
these members for the patience and 
consideration they have shown us, 
and to Mr. Falvo, for the information 
that he had graciously given me. 

• Sincerely, 

Rita-Regina Ruddy 


The 

Passing 
Of Our 
Memorable 
Backhouse 


To the Editor: 

We all know that the city of Car¬ 
bondale is in terrible financial shape. 
Raffles and a bingo will do little to 
alleviate the problem. But the cause 
of the problem has never been 
adequately explained. We hope a 
thorough audit will provide answers 
that pinpoint the blame where it 
belongs. 

There are legal terms called "non¬ 
feasance - omission to do something, 
especially what ought to have been 
done." and "mis-feasance - a 
trespass; specifically, the doing 
wrongfully and in a lawful manner - 
distinguishing from non-feasance 
and malfeasance - misbehavior, 
according to Webster’s New 
Colligiate dictionary 

Responsibility is always at the top. 
Authority always goes down. 
Litigation is certainly called for to let 
the one responsible answer the 
question of wny this city was per¬ 
mitted to go so far into debt. 

We now have a council appointed 
attorney. 

Let him begin the legal action that 
should have been begun years ago 

A city councilman and a few school 
directors were convicted of felonies 
just five years ago. Let the attorneys 
of the present school board and city 
caution and counsel on the temp¬ 
tations and corrupting influences 
inherent to public office holders. 

And let us all join in attending city 
council and school board meetings 
and ask the tough questions that it 
takes to remind them that it is not 
going to be the old-style politics 
anymore. 

It’s an old adage, but always so 
true: “Those who do not learn the 
history of past mistakes, are doomed 
to repeat them. 

Very truly yours, 
Bill Shea 

Coming home 

To the Editor: 

I came home today after one year - 
at least I though I did! 

Coming up the Scranton- 
Carbondale Highway always had a 
"sameness about it, but now I was 
surprised at the many changes in just 
12 months. 

The Weldwood which was "the 
place" when I was a teenager, is now 
a pile of burnt wood and a chimney 
Passing two Pizza Huts in just a few 
miles also surprised me We don't 
even have one in Hartford, Con¬ 
necticut. population 100.000 or so 


What's this? Two Chinese made me feel that I was indeed 
Restaurants 9 I was almost afraid to home. I grew up on Barrett Avenue 
keep going' Isn’t anything like it and my memories will always be the 
was? And a Kentucky Fried Chicken way it was many years ago. I feel a 
and Chuck-E-Cheese? I couldn’t wait loss coming through this new section, 
to get home - progress does that to but the church is still here. What 
me sometime. happened to the cave? Did they seal 

Driving into Carbondale put me a it up? My two brothers, Tommy and 
little at ease - still the same so far Butch, and I used to go under the 
driving past the new high school, church as youngsters on one of our 
Wonder what they're doing with old adventurous trips. There was a cave 
Ben Franklin High? Has it gone to under there ana they told me it was a 
same route as my favorite dungeon and that there was a 
elementary school, Lincoln P S. No. skeleton inside. They’d take me a few 
7? I hope not! I wonder if the new feet inside the dark cave and make a 
school smells from chalk and oiled sound that sent me running home. I 
floors - probably not. Oh, well, that never did get to see that skeleton and 
was a different time. sometimes I think they did that just 

Oh, I'm glad they fixed the clock at to get rid of me. Oh, well! 

City Hall, Mom told me they were As I pull into my parents driveway, 
going to build a new one. I hope they that feeling of sadness leaves and the 
don’t. It saddened me on previous anticipation of spending a few days 
trips home to see the clock not home takes its place. Over the last 22 
working. It always seemed part of years, I’ve travelled throughout 
the town’s vital organs when I was a America and South America, but I 
youngster and gave me a feeling of never had the feelings of closeness 
permanance whenever I returned and belonging as I do when I come 
What’s this? A new Post Office 9 home to Carbondale. The house is 
What's wrong with the old one 9 And a nice and warm and there’s always 
doctor built an office right across something good cooking on the stove, 
from the Jay-Cee Dress Co. where I I’m with my family and for now, 
got my first job. Funny, that’s still everything is like it used to be. 
here! Progress hasn't touched us here! 

Wait, am I driving into another Until my mother reminds me that 
time in the Twilight Zone 9 Where did we have to leave to visit my sister in 
these buildings come from 9 The tops her new house! 
are familiar but not the bottoms What will it be like when I come 
Gasp! The VIADUCT IS GONE! Am back home again 9 ??? 

I never to hear the rattle of the grates 
again or hold my breath when I reach 
the top wondering if the driver of the 
other side was on his side of the road 9 
And where is that burned out eyesore 
that used to be a tittle grocery store 
and bar at the top? I always won¬ 
dered what was on the other floors of 
that building and why it just didn’t 
fall over 

The new road gives the houses on 
the street a totally different look 
And our church! 

Coming over the viaduct and 
seeing Mt Carmel Church always 


All day the fat spiders spun their webs, to catch the buzzing flies, 

That flitted to and from the house, where Ma was making pies, 

And once a swarm of hornets bold, had built a palace there, 

And stung my unsuspecting aunt, I must not tell you where, 

Then father took a kerosene flaming pole, that was a happy day, 

He nearly burned the building down, but the hornets left to stay. 

When summber blooms began to fade and winter came to call,’ 

We banked the little building, with a heap of hemlocks tall 

But when the crust was on the snow and the sullen skies were gray, 

Inside this building was no place where one would care to stay. 

We did our duties promptly, one purpose swayed our mind. 

We tarried not, nor lingered long, on what we left behind. 

For if early morning, one was sure to be wide awake. 

The torture of the icy seat, would make one shiver and shake, 

And from a frost-encrusted nail, suspended by a string, 

The Sears & Roebuck Catalog hung, its pages cleanliness would bring. 
When Grandma had to ‘go out back' and make her morning call, 

Mama would bundle her up with gloves, a muffler and a shawl, 

I knew the hole on which she sat, twas padded all around. 

And once I dared to sit there, twas all too wide I found. 

My loins were all too little and I jackmfed there to stay, 

They had to come to get me out or I 'd have passed away. 

Then father said, ambition was a thing that little boys should shun. 

And I used the Children's hole till childhood days were done 

I still marvel at the craft, that cut those holes so true. 

Labor of love, that fit, me and you, 

That dear old fashion landmark, I ve tramped around a bit. 

And in my lapof luxury, my lot has been to sit. 

But ere I die. I’ll eat the fruit of trees I robbed of yore. 

And seek the shanty, where my name is can ed upon its door. 

A memory of yesterday, a necessity, behind the bam. behind our house, 
The Passing Of Our Memorable Backhouse 

Jim Laurie 
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Sincerely, 
Saundra M. Liuzzo 

Editor's note: 

The best way we know to keep up 
on what's going on in Carbondale If 
you've moved away is to have a copy 
of the paper delivered to your door 
each week. We like to think it's like a 
"letter from home," and our many 
satisfied out-of-town readers would 
agree. 

A subscription also makes a per¬ 
fect birthday or anniversary gift 
from the folks back home. 


Carbondale (Pa.) News, Wednesday, February 1, 1984 















































































